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RSD is ‘highly appropriate for people who have 

good reason to be distrustful of … the 

dominant paradigm.  So we see this first and 

foremost as a strategy for empowerment of 

people who are in need of empowerment and 

empowerment on their own terms.’ 
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A great diversity of use of RSD 



 



Graduates interviewed year after B. Media  

(n=10, 9 employed) 

[RSD is]a means for a student to determine what standard 

their work is at, it needs to be done in every course, 

probably first year through to final year, and needs to be 

specifically tailored to the course that they’re doing as 

opposed to being generic. If it’s generic, I think that people 

will assume that they know the criteria, and I don’t think it’s 

fair, because doing radio production is completely different 

to doing global media which is completely different to doing 

media theory. So if it’s relevant to the course, that’s a good 

start, and if it’s used in every course, that’s even better, 

and people will get used to it from first year through to final 

year. 



Honours Medical Science Student who 

had experienced RSD in First Year 

Since the beginning, they have given us 

assignments based on this [RSD] criteria. You 

might not have liked the assignments, but because 

they have been consistently applying this 

structure to all of our assignments, we have come 

to think that way for science, in the perspective 

of science and writing...  

You might not know that you’re following their 

guidelines, but you are.  



Q2 In which year level(s) does the explicit 

development of students' research skills 

occur in your context? (n=46) 



Survey Monkey Q 3 
How satisfied are 

you with the way 

research skills are 

currently taught 

across: 

Highly or 

mildly 

dissatisfied 

 

Ambivalent or 

neutral 

 

 

Mildly or 

Highly 

Satisfied 

 

 

undergraduate 

degree program 

14 of 38 

 

6 of 38 

 

18 of 38 

 

postgraduate 

coursework degree 

program 

9  of 33 8 of 33 16 of 33 

higher degree by 

research 

program 

5 of 26 5 of 26 16 of 26 



Survey Monkey Q 4 (n=47) 

How 

appropriate is it 

to explicitly 

develop all 

students' 

research skills 

throughout the 

undergraduate 

curriculum? 

 

Very 

inappropriate or 

quite 

inappropriate 

 

3 

Ambivalent 

 

 

 

 

2 

Quite 

appropriate or 

strongly 

appropriate  

 

42 

 

How 

appropriate is it 

to explicitly 

assess all 

students' 

research skills 

throughout the 

undergraduate 

curriculum? 

 

Very 

inappropriate or 

quite 

inappropriate 

 

4 

 

Ambivalent 

 

 

 

 

8 

Quite 

Appropriate or 

strongly 

appropriate  

 

35 

 



5. How do you currently develop students' 

research skills in your context 

 

• 34 responses  

‘Partnership with the learning skills team is strong. 

From 1st to 4th in UG students are exposed to 

information retrieval tasks, reading and 

interpreting academic literature (with varying 

levels of scaffolding) and have opportunities to 

take electives that explicitly teach research 

methods.’ 



 



Q7 Level of awareness of the RSD framework? 

‘The document has always seemed rather 

complicated to me - I would prefer a simpler 

outline.’ 



Jito’s Office 

 

• Jito has just been appointed as the inaugural 

coordinator of Pacifiic Islands University 

Research Network (Pi URN), 

• I wanted to know the size of Jito’s domain. So 

I googled ‘Size of pacific’. 

• At the end of this activity, we need to be clear 

about the size of Jito’s domain. 

• ‘The document has always seemed rather 

complicated to me - I would prefer a simpler 

outline’ (SM comment) 







Reasons why this information 

may be correct 

Reasons why this information 

may be incorrect 

2 Minutes: Group with the most reasons reads 

them out. 

How credible is the information about the Pacific 

Ocean covering 30.5% of the Earth’s surface? 





What did you do in that 2 minute activity? 

What skills did you use to do that? 

RSD Facets Audience’s  Analysis 

A. Embark & 

clarify 

Talkedf to perso to say wgat do we do? 

B. Find & 

Generate 

C. Evaluate & 

Reflect 

D. Organise & 

Manage 

E. Analyse & 

Synthesise 

F. Communicate & 

Apply 

 

 



Size of Pacific…. 

Depends on… 

 

• Definitions of ‘Ocean’ 

• Definitions of borders 

• Which country you are resident in 

 



Organize 

&manage 

Analyse& 

synthesis 

Evaluate 

& reflect 

Communicate 

& apply 

Facets of research 



SM Comment 

• … the RSD could result in increased 

transparency about the purpose of degrees, 

provided 'research' is read as not just 

'academic' research, but problem solving, 

critical thinking, clear communication and 

working collaboratively to find solutions to 

problems, be they local or global.  



SM comment 

• there is need for research skills to be seen as 

part of any knowledge development 



Degrees of Autonomy 
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Int quotes 
• The document has always seemed rather complicated to me - I would prefer a 

simpler outline (maybe I show title/skeleton,/cells 

• Q4  I believe the research skills development should be quite apparent in the 

quality of the work students present to their academics. I don't think they should 

be separately assessed (comment to q4 re should res skills be assessd in ug) 

• Academics are confused by the name 

• It can be difficult to determine where a group of students is on the 

continuum.The levels of student autonomy do not necessarily correlate 

with year levels 

• Gains: improvement in curriculum design and assessment. Risk: if it 

was the focus for an entire degree, I would see this as a limitation. I do 

think there are other ways of thinking besides through a research 

framework only. 

• Great benefits, however it's increasing difficult to get in class time for 

this. Academics feel its at the expense of subject content 

• Improved research skills, better quality assignments, graduate 

attributes ....competence more likely to line up with confidence. 

• The complicated articulation pathways mean that it is difficult to avoid 

duplication for some students, and a lack of exposure for others. 



Int quotes 
• Q9 I believe it is too prescriptive and is geared only towards Higher education 

and precludes the VET sector. 

Design Primary to PhD- work with Prim, sec schools 

Show a  thread across formal ed 

 

• Academics are confused by the name 

Should be. Little agreement on any of those terms 

 

• It can be difficult to determine where a group of students is on the 

continuum.The levels of student autonomy do not necessarily correlate 

with year levels 

• Gains: improvement in curriculum design and assessment. Risk: if it 

was the focus for an entire degree, I would see this as a limitation. I do 

think there are other ways of thinking besides through a research 

framework only. 

• Great benefits, however it's increasing difficult to get in class time for 

this. Academics feel its at the expense of subject content 

• Improved research skills, better quality assignments, graduate 

attributes ....competence more likely to line up with confidence. 

• The complicated articulation pathways mean that it is difficult to avoid 



Interesting quotes 

• Q10 If appropriately and consistently applied, the RSD could improve coherence 

dramatically, with students much earlier recognising the relevance of their discipline through 

the exploration of the research realm 

• This could be done in a way that the students hardly notice, and would most likely find it 

incredibly helpful. You can't push all the skills they need at the same time. i like to start easy 

and then build up. 

• If it involved all staff involved in the teaching of that program to come together and discuss 

specific skills development, then the result may be a more comprehensive and cohesive 

program for students 

• More student empowerment and sense of ownership of learning. 

• Students will become more aware of the development of specific research skills which they 

can then employ outside of academia. Staff can also develop more consistently and 

holistically the different skills which we require students to acquire at specific moments as 

they progress through their degree. 

• This is a terribly worded question, but from my understanding, the RSD could result in 

increased transparency about the purpose of degrees, provided 'research' is read as not just 

'academic' research, but problem solving, critical thinking, clear communication and working 

collaboratively to find solutions to problems, be they local or global 

• Students can see what research is, see that they are doing it and they can say confidently 

that they have the skills. Students should be more engaged and satisfied by the experience. 

• Long bow 



“I know that research is important, not only 

from an educational perspective, but if I’m in a 

work situation... it’s just basically understanding 

what I want to achieve in my role with my 

customer... and how I actually go about breaking 

that down into manageable easy steps. So, yes, 

it’s got a practical application in my world in 

what I do.” -Monash Business Ethics Student Summer 07-08 Cohort, 

interviewed in April 2009. 

 

89% of students indicated the research skills 

they developed would be useful in employment 



 ‘…  almost inadvertently, they [academics] found 

themselves thinking differently about the nature of 

research within their disciplines, the necessity for 

students at all levels to appreciate how research is 

conducted and to be initiated into the process 

themselves, and about how to inject these new 

perspectives into their teaching strategies.’ 

(Nightingale, 2009). 

 

‘Academics’ perspective of explicit RSD 

 
 



When academics integrate research 

skill development in the curriculum. J. 

Willison, iFirst Higher Education 

Research and Development journal. 







 



‘Right now I’m still  

overwhelmed. A 

tingling sensation 

throughout my whole 

body.’ 



‘Lightning never strikes twice in the same 

place’ (in the same storm) 

• Was Dom and the magpie right to park 

near or/perch in the tree? 

• Use your knowledge of electricity, 

biological systems (bodies and trees) 

and non-biological systems (cars and 

electronic systems), and any source of 

information,  

• List reasons why this adage may be true 

and reasons why this adage may be 

wrong. 



Disciplines Utilising RSD 

• Accounting, Management, and Tourism  

• Computing Science, Electrical & Electronic 
Engineering, Petroleum Engineering. 

• Dentistry/ Oral Health, Dietetics, Medical Science,  

• Animal, Vet Science, Honours Stream Science  

• English, History, Media Studies  

• Introduction to Tertiary Learning, Introduction to 
Academic Learning for International Students, 
Graduate Certificate in Higher Education 

• Pathology, Pharmacy, Pharmacology, Physiology 

• Psychology 

• Work Integrated Learning  
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Monash Strategic Plan 2011-2015 

Objective Strategy 

E3: Reform and renew the 

curriculum to attract, challenge 

and retain 

outstanding and diverse 

students 

 

Embed the Research Skill 

Development Framework across 

all faculties 

The University’s focus on developing the research skills 

of our undergraduate students will be further 

strengthened through the introduction of new 

research‐track degrees and by embedding a Research 

Skills Development Framework across our bachelor 

degrees. 

 



Uni Adelaide  

Program Development and Approval 
Guidelines – July 2012 

3.11 Research teaching nexus 

• Demonstrate how students will acquire and 

develop academic literacy skills and a range 

of research skills commencing in the first 

year of the program.  

• Research-based/research-informed teaching 

and learning facilitates the development (at 

undergraduate level) of skills in researching, 

analysing, synthesising information and 

writing in a scholarly, evidence-based 

manner.  
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Facets of research (cont) 

 
Progressive revisiting the same skills: 

 in varying contexts 

  with increasing degrees of rigour, conceptual demand 

 

 



Well just being able to have a bit of a voice in the 

staff meeting full stop; like it’s nice to be able to 

be listened to and particularly by the dentists.  

It’s nice just being able to give your ideas, your 

research, what you found and their (dentists) 

accepting of it, so it’s nice that way. I think it 

(research) helps with that as well because it’s just 

not what you reckon.  It’s something you’ve 

researched and you are like this is why I do it like 

this and this is why us as a practice have 

chosen to do this because through this 

research we have found that “blah, blah, blah”. 

 

2010 BOH graduate  
(interviewed Dec 2011) 

 



2010 BOH graduate 

Before I left for Cambodia, I actually 

took a silver fluoride which is a 

product that we didn’t even actually 

come into contact with in the Bachelor 

of Oral Health here. … 

I was really looking into that because I 

thought that might be really beneficial 

for Cambodia because they don’t get 

care often and they’re considered 

more rural so I was doing a lot of 

research with that and I ended up 

purchasing some and taking it over 

with me and I was using it a lot when 

I was over there. 



Medical Science Honours Student who 

had not experienced RSD in First Year 

So I think this would be a good idea to bring 

up in the sort of practical areas of the first 

couple of years to get people away from just 

trying to memorise what they’ve been told 

and actually think about the process of 

research. 

I think that would have been a good thing, 

especially if it was consistent throughout 

the years, because by the third year it would 

be a lot more ingrained and it wouldn’t be a 

novel thing that you’re looking at. 



Key Requirements 

 Structure 

 

Explicit 

 

Incremental 

 

Coherent 
 

 

A common frame 

‘… given the growth of ever more detailed 

marking schemes for assessments, does 

feedback become something which is too 

specific to a single episode of assessment 

rather than generalisable to the learning 

experience as a whole’ (Adcroft, 2011 p. 417).  
 



Advantages of a framework  

in common across a Course 

 
I recently got an assignment back with a 

rubric that I really concentrated on things that 

I thought I need to improve on. Everything 

was in this sort of area, so I realised I had 

improved; it really showed me I had improved, 

because I could compare it to my other 

rubrics.  
(Hollywood or Bust Student, 2008) 

 



Uni Wisconsin, Cognitive Psych 101 

Motivations and Drivers of Research 

• Curious 

• Determined 

• Discerning  

• Harmonising 

• Creative  

• Constructive  



  



 



Implications of a common  frame 

• Marking the product- typically need different 

criteria for each type eg essay vs report 

 ‘too specific to a single episode of 

assessment’? 

 

• Marking focusing on process behind the 

product means that you can use the same 

frame 

 



Feedback implications of a 

 common  frame 

• Feedback from a previous assessment is 

more likely to be obviously useful in a current 

assessment 

• Increased potential for a realistic requirement 

for students to use previous feedback 

• Eg from an assignment completed last 

semester, insert feedback on the facet that 

needed most improvement. 

• State how you responded to that feedback in 

regards to the current assignment. 



A symposium  

• 1580s, "account of a gathering or party," from L. 

symposium "drinking party, symposium," from Gk. 

symposion "convivial gathering of the educated" 

(related to sympotes "drinking companion"), from 

syn- "together" (see syn-) + posis "a drinking," from a 

stem of Aeolic ponen "to drink," cognate with L. 

potare "to drink" (see potion). The sense of "meeting 

on some subject" is from 1784. Reflecting the Greek 

fondness for mixing wine and intellectual discussion, 

the modern sense is especially from the word being 

used as a title for one of Plato's dialogues. Greek 

plural is symposia, and the leader of one is a 

symposiarch (c.1600 in English). 

• Lets thanks the Symposium organising committee, 

the Symposiarchs- Lyn, Leanne, Sue, Glen and Irene 

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=syn-&allowed_in_frame=0
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=syn-&allowed_in_frame=0
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=potion&allowed_in_frame=0


After lunch… no South Pacific Siesta 

 

Wake-up 1 

• Computing Science Education is having a 

‘Conventicle’- like a secret meeting of the 

outcasts. 

• Fiji has a term ‘Talenoa’ 

• On reskidev blog, if we ever have another 

RSD gathering, name the next type of event 

Be creative ie don’t use conference or symposium 

Think of other collective nouns 

• Eg Gaggle of geese, Comedy of errors 

• What could a collective of RSD users be called? 

 

 



Wake-up 2 

• In pairs or threes… 

• Name a nursery rhyme that is has something 

explicit to say about research. 

• State relevant title, verse and be ready to 

explain how it relates to research 

• 1st group with hand up calls out title,verse & 

explanation 

• If judged by the Symposiarchs to be 

appropriate, they win a South Pacific prize. 

• If not so judged we continue. 

•  At 3 minutes we stop the clock, and I tell you 

my Nursery Rhyme- no prize. 

 



Wake-up 3 

• Name a nursery rhyme that is has something 

explicit to say about research. 

• State relevant title, verse and probably be 

ready to explain how it relates to research 

 

 

• If RSD was an animal, what would it be? 

• Eg a sheepdog, as it rounds up different ways 

of thinking and herds them in the same 

direction 

 



University of South Pacific Institutional Attributes 
 



Electronic Engineering Honours projects: 

RSD framing the learning and assessment 



Degrees of Autonomy 



 

 

 Frames 

 Literature/published data research 

  laboratory research 

  project work 

  field research 

  combined forms  

Research Skill Development framework 



  

First Years: Prescribed research with a  high degree of 

structure/guidance 



First Years: bounded with less structure/guidance 
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First Years initiating research with guidance 



Level of Autonomy in a Course? 

• There is no rule 

• Raises teaching questions 

• E.g. the move from first year to second year ... 

Rigour 

Conceptual Demand 

Depth of background 

knowledge 

Student 

Autonomy 



Autonomy vs Time 

Semester at Uni 

 1st   2nd   3rd   4th   5th   6th   7th   8th    

Extent 

of 

Autonomy 

L 5 

 

L 4 

 

L 3 

 

L 2 

 

L 1 



Autonomy vs Time 

Semester at Uni 

 1st   2nd   3rd   4th   5th   6th   7th   8th    

Extent 

of 

Autonomy 

L 5 

 

L 4 

 

L 3 

 

L 2 

 

L 1 



Autonomy vs Time in 2nd Year 

Physiology Lab (Luckie, 2004) 

Week of Laboratory 

 1wk   2wk   3wk   4wk   5wk   6wk   7wk   8wk    

Extent 

of 

Autonomy 

L 5 

 

L 4 

 

L 3 

 

L 2 

 

L 1 



PhD Candidate (Medical Science) 

I think my supervisor [gave] level 3 or 

sometimes 4, just basically give me a lot of 

confidence to continue with my PhD.  



A pHD students definition of research- in keeping with RSD 

The first thing, you must be very interested in research. The second 

thing is to have the ability to search literatures and read them and 

understand them and, I think, organise the information, to find the 

information you need, and to apply that information to your own study. 

When you have problems with your study, go back to the literatures 

and find solution. Also, some skills in the lab, how to operate the 

instruments and things like that. I think the most important thing is to 

organise the information, I think, from literatures and from your own 

experience. I think that’s important….  

Yes, and critical idea. I think the other benefit of doing this for 

undergraduate students is that how well you read the textbook. 

Although there are references in textbooks, students tend to believe 

what is written in the textbook is for one person to correct, whereas in 

the research field, it is not the truth. So if getting the students to do a 

little bit of literature research or some lab work, sometimes you find 

the things that are written in the literature are not absolutely correct, 

but that’s good for their critical thinking when they are undergrad 

students. That is very important, even if they are not doing research in 

the future. Any life critical thinking is very important.  



PhD: No previous experience of RSD 

Just reading it now, I can see kind of identifying my gaps 

and where I should be putting more focus, I guess, and 

which areas need more development… 

 

I think it would be more helpful. These ones, like, it gives 

you a clearer idea of what’s expected of you, whereas 

in some of the other subjects that I did, I wasn’t always 

aware of what exactly was expected, and I ended up with 

lower marks than I was happy with. I think the more 

structure, the better, especially in first year. 

 



No previous expeience 

Facliltator Looking at the six facets, is there any 

one of these six facets that stands out to you as 

being particularly important? 

I guess they’re all fairly important. I’d say 

they’re all equally important. But on their own, 

they’re not so, but all together they’re quite 

important.  

Facilitator: Is there anything that stands out as 

the most difficult one to you? 

Maybe this one, the starting point; it’s always 

hardest to start.  

 



Mapping Across B.Eng 
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In First Year Human Biology, student pose their own research 

question or hypothesis as the beginning of their research. 



 

I was in 

John’s year 

10 Science 

class 



AQF Level 8: Level of Autonomy 

Initiative 

responsibility  

accountability 

independence x2 

 

 When do USP students develop these?  

How will this be evidenced to TEQSA? 

 



 

I was in 

John’s year 

10 Science 

class 



AQF Level 8: Level of Autonomy 

Initiative 

responsibility  

accountability 

independence x2 

 

 When do USP students develop these?  

How will this be evidenced to TEQSA? 

 



Honours Medical Science Student who 

had experienced RSD in First Year 

Since the beginning, they have given us 

assignments based on this criteria. You might not 

have liked the assignments, but because they have 

been consistently applying this structure to all of 

our assignments, we have come to think that way 

for science, in the perspective of science and 

writing. So we have been kind of primed to think 

that way now. I guess I have to change my answer 

and say yes it’s good to have it for undergrad 

because you do follow these guidelines anyway. 

You might not know that you’re following their 

guidelines, but you are.  



Finding 1: discipline-specific research 

skills were developed 

• students clearly perceived that they 

developed some, but not all, discipline-

specific research skills, and that these 

were useful for current or projected 

employment as well as for subsequent 

studies. 



Student interviews one year after RSD 

course (cont) 

• I suppose when you get that skill of being 

able to research, I think it sort of inspires 

something in you that makes you want to 

find out things ... 

 

… I probably see myself getting a job in some 

sort of NGO or department, and then 

collecting data and doing surveys ... and 

finding things that other people have 

done, and then either being able to support 

that or prove it wrong. 
(2008 interview of 2007  First Year Human Biology Student) 
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Student interviews one year after  

RSD course (cont) 

“I know that research is important, not only 

from an educational perspective, but if I’m in a 

work situation... it’s just basically understanding 

what I want to achieve in my role with my 

customer... and how I actually go about breaking 

that down into manageable easy steps. So, yes, 

it’s got a practical application in my world in 

what I do. -Monash Business Ethics Student Summer 07-08 Cohort, 

interviewed in April 2009. 

89% of students indicated the research skills 

they developed would be useful in employment 

24% indicated these skills would be useful to 

gain employment 



Finding 2: In control of coordinators 

A majority of factors that facilitated research 

skill development, as well as factors which 

impeded this development, are within the 

control of course coordinators, from students 

perspectives. 

 

Students found academics’ use of the RSD 

beneficial, yet also indicated problems in the 

implementation.  



 [A faculty member] said that she suddenly realised 

that students did not know where the material in her 

lectures came from, that they seemed to think it was 

just there for her to tell them about; they did not 

recognise the years of research in the field, the 

teacher’s own research to enable her to present that 

knowledge, or that they themselves are engaged in 

a research process when they attempt to learn 

  
(External Review of the RSD project, October, 2009). 

Academics’ perspective of explicit RSD 



Finding 3: RSD early 

Research skill development may be better 

commenced relatively early in a degree 

program,  

 incremental development over consecutive 

semesters thereafter needs to be considered 

 studies of outcomes of explicit and 

coherent research skill development across 

entire degree programs are needed to 

confirm this.  

 



Finding 4: In-curricula may be better 

than mentored UGR for some aspects 

Explicit research skill development in the 

curriculum has the capacity to be more effective 

than mentored undergraduate research for: 

• helping students to develop question framing 

skills 

• encouraging students to consider for the first 

time progressing to a research degree.  

 



Finding 5: Explicitly developing 

student research skills stimulates 

academics 

Academics indicated that facilitating 

explicit research skill development of 

students not only helped them clarify 

many curricular processes, but also 

stimulated them to reconsider the nature 

of disciplinary research, and in some 

cases helped suggest new research 

directions.  

 



 ‘…  almost inadvertently, they found themselves 

thinking differently about the nature of research 

within their disciplines, the necessity for students at 

all levels to appreciate how research is conducted 

and to be initiated into the process themselves, 

and about how to inject these new perspectives into 

their teaching strategies.’ (Nightingale, 2009). 

 

‘Academics’ perspective of explicit RSD 

’ 
 



5. How do you currently develop students' 

research skills in your context. (Specific 

details are welcome). 

 
• 34 responses eg 
Partnership with the learning skills team is strong. From 1st to 4th 

in UG students are exposed to information retrieval tasks, 

reading and interpreting academic literature (with varying levels 

of scaffolding) and have opportunities to take electives that 

explicitly teach research methods. PG coursework has units 

devoted to stages of the cycle that progressively develop these 

skills. Good bank of shared resources provide consistency 

between each. In PG research students are supervised in a 

classical approach. 

Show web site- Assessment focus, but want more examples, 

stories etc of how to develop 

In sciences, to measure is to know- so assessment is supreme. In 

education, Assessment is a servant to development, it must not 

dominate.  To know what we have is to aid what can be. 



Q8 Characterise the RSD 

 

Also - a set of tools educators can use to map their 

assessments to their learning outcomes and more 

broadly across courses to graduate attributes, 

helping them to successfully meet requirements of a 

number of frameworks -AQF, TEQSA, professional 

standards. 



14. What was it about refreshing the 

curriculum with RSD that inspired you to 

register for the Symposium? 

• It has made my approach more strategic and has, in many ways, 

simplified things 

Q10 If it was working in the way it's designed, it should add to coherence. 

However, I think following the program is difficult because the 

document is too complicated. 

Q13 Not sure, except that academics are already working to other 

education frameworks so we run the risk of complicating and confusing 

things 

13Resistance. Too many different frameworks. Trying to make the RSD 

framework be something it isn't. It doesn't cover the personal attributes 

explicitly - does it have to? 

People who don't see the value in it or dislike that it is being implemented in a top-

down fashion and rebel against it. 

Barriers may include time constraints for staff to meet and discuss implementation, 

and variance in how staff interpret the RSD 

• Again, I believe the document needs streamlining, clarification and could be 

more targetted e.g. slightly different for Higher Ed. degrees and VET etc 

 



14. What was it about refreshing the 

curriculum with RSD that inspired you to 

register for the Symposium? 

• Q11 Students having a better understanding of how to consistently approach 

their research. The Course coordinators being able to claim with justification that 

students have developed the capacity for lifelong learning. 

• Q15 As long as people don't try to make it be something it isn't. If pushed too far 

• in this way - the expression 'draw a long bow' comes to mind. 

 

• Q14 I see the the RSD as an evolution of the Information Literacy standards, so 

 am interested to see how the research has progressed with the use of the RSD. 

• Q14 I would like to know how the library and department can work hand in hand 

• applying RSD 

 



Q9 

• Addresses skills development and enthusiasm for disciplinary knowledge atthe same time 

[emphasis on input, information gathering, evaluation procressing and thinking skills as well as 

communication] 

 

• Gains - common language and goals, scaffolding skills through degree 

• programs, graduates become more employable, encouraging lifelong 

• learning. Risks - if applied too rigidly or literally, some skill areas may not be 

• recognised and developed. eg., professional literacy. 

 

• encourages the love of learning as students develop their topic and find key 

• references, generating excitement for ideas minimize the temptation to 

• plagiarize (a problem in some learning cultures) 

 

• I believe it is too prescriptive and is geared only towards Higher education 

• and precludes the VET sector. 

 

• Academics are confused by the name 

 

• It can be difficult to determine where a group of students is on the 

• continuum.The levels of student autonomy do not necessarily correlate with 

• year levels 



Q10 effect on coherence of program 

• This could be done in a way that the students 

hardly notice, and would most likely find it 

incredibly helpful. You can't push all the skills 

they need at the same time. i like to start easy 

and then build up. 



Q11 If the RSD were used across 

degree programs? 

•Better link to real world applications and better 

understanding of the importance of the link 

between evidence-based decision making, 

research and effective outcomes. 

 

•Bottom line - increased employability of our 

graduates 



Q4 

• Depends on the definition of research 

 

• The AQF emphasis on research skills 

specifically commencing at AQF8 fails to 

recognise that research skills are part of any 

knowledge development particularly when 

aiming at developing innovative and critical 

thinking 


